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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Exterior 



Heebie Storage and Moving Company is a six- story, flat- roofed warehouse 
cf reinforced concrete and brick with glazed wnite and polyenrome clad- 
ding and sculpture on the first and second stories of the west facade 
(street). The building is square shaped on a rectangular lot, with a 
one-story commercial building abutting the north side. Built in neo- 
classical Egyptian style, most of the structure's facade projects 
slightly ro 'that a battered-wall effect is achieved, a polychrome ter- 
ra cotta cave t to cornice decorated with scarabs was removed in 1971 due 
to lightning damage and eroded supports which endangered its collapse 
and that of the upper story facade, (a fragment of the cornice has been 
preserved in the warehouse. ) 

The ground, story of vrhJ te terra cotta slabs consists of five columns 
with polychrome capitals of palm fronds and lotus flowers and buds; the 
lower section of the shafts, without bases are sculpted lotus and papy- 
rus rising from waters , represented by a saw- toothed pattern. Between 
the columns and at the ends of the facade are five windows and a door- 
way- -each recessed ana containing a transom witn a wide .horizontal ter- 
ra cotta transom bar decorated with scarabs and bearing the words, 

"Heebie "(appears above windows at eacn end), "fireproof", "Storage", 
the address, and " Temovals Beneath the sills of the two end windows, 
the leaf and papyrus design and its background become convex near the. 
street pavement. Beneath the other three si 13? is wrought iron work with 
spear-headed rails. Ground story windows are plate glass. 

The doorway includes a bronze door with plate glass inset and the fol- 
lowing iron work: roll or rope-like molding and lotus and papyrus in 

grids in front of the sidelights and lower transom. Trie enf ramement 
for the doorway and two transoms is polychrome slabs and molded terra 
cotta. Beside tne two transoms are two plaques (two heads eacn.) of the 
cow-ear red Egyptian goddess Hathor, two scarabs and two statues of 
pharaoh Harasses II atop two engaged pylon-snaped pedestals. r.ach sta- 
tue wears the royal striped headdress, the kilt with cartouche buckle 
bearing the name in hieroglyphs, and carries a djed pillar (protection) 
and flail (authority). Both statues and pedestals are joined to the 
terra cotta facade slabs. 

Hieroglyphs on the front of the pedestal of the left statue are trans- 
lated^ "Forever I work for all of your regions .in daylight and darkness w j 
the other, "I give protection to your furniture". Each side reads, 

"Heebie Brother" (Each pharaoh represents William and John, the founders). 

The white terra cotta architrave has two molded scarabs. Formerly. "W.C. 
Heebie & Brother" appeared in the area between the scarabs. 

The cornice between the ground and second stories bears a 

winged serpent and sun disk and a partial heker (Egyptian royalty) pat- 
tern stretching across the length of the cornice. 
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Interior 



The interior walls and deco: 
ous textures .ancL coloring. 



e 1 events are plaster compounds of v..-ri- 



’oil or rope-like molding and lotus 



ana 



lho enclosed foyer; cantons K‘bS,',“», sidelights. 

or ^r f dud. : .d S i J «xed t Wi f O t WB 

^^rsiaforthfd^dSL^^^pbniddided-Plaston winged scarab above 
the iron molding. 



The warehoi 



.house lobby, used end deeded as office , s 
St rLSS 5iSST4 t~ok fo/iliuWung the partial 
hekar (Egyptian royalty) pattern 
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° Above; 
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ground ^Slndows] the 'four on 
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on each of the four wslis ^e tw recto^^o^aE^col^s^^ {£„ 

1 asters, with molded plaete. - throe papyrus plants oeco- 

length of the column. E_rh - * sections of the columns are 31 P la “" 

rate the columns. between tne 1 ■ ' - Th are 12 plaques with two 

ter plaques of four oifferen u.^ g ^ goddess Uathor with pylon head- 
identical heads each of the oow-eau x g (one plaque contains only one heac 
dress, and 12 with serpentine headdress t P - * loques have a bottom 

so as to fit in a corner on the west 
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border of marguerites and mandrake roots. 



Four sun bark panels depict the scene explained In the u-l era glyphs i/i-uns- 
iated: "Harakte pul Is the daytime bark of he (the sun) upon trie eastern 

horizon, and Thot (god of the” moon) turns to Re in the sky. . ’file sunlight 
reaches " the walls of the pyramids and sails swiftly across the sky. 



Three Nile bark panels depict the scene reading: "behold the cargoes 

swiftly sent upon the Nile flood (the gou ha pi ) m the time of the phar- 
aohs Behold here is the ship's captain saluting the Egyptian crew. 

TJpoer Egyptian barley consigned to the Delta is transported upon tno Kilo 
flood. Behold here is barley received in exchange for the game of ^ the . 
Aegean Islanders." Beneath all panels is a concealed track for lighting. 



Two doors leading to the warehouse are adorned with plaster enframements 
of roll or rope -like molding and scarab on a lintel-like form. 



Trie vault for valuables consists of a bronze door end. wide .frame wj.tn a 
tiffany-like lotus bud lantern and winged scarab cuvette cornice above. 
Roll or rope-like molding adorns the pilaster-like projection that is 
part of the enframe menfc. 

The north wall contains panels of stained glass of lotus and papyrus 
design and panels of clear panes. Five sections of glass are mixed 
stained and clear glass. 



Alterations occurred or. the exterior; brickwork on the upper four stories 
was repi'aced when the cornice atop the structure was removed. 
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Bibliography: Stadler, Roberta. "Heebie Warehouse: King Tut on 

Clark Street." Inl a nd Arch itect, Vol. 21, No. 3 
( March , 1977), 2^4. ' 

Interviews: Periodically since 197il-~Raroid Allen, prof, emeritus of 

School of the Art Institute, for photo archives of neoclassical Egyptian 
style; Dr. Chas. Nims, Oriental Institute. 1976—Curators of Art in- 
stitute and Field Museum. 1977 — Trygbe Kristiansen, past pres, of North 
Western T.C. Co. 1976-73 — Art Jennor, craftsman of same co,, who work- 
ed with Fritz Albert. 1973— Chas. Steers, friend of Aloert and col- 
lector of Albert works and history. 
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specific dates completed 1923 builder/architect Georgo s . Kin-si ey 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This example of neoclassical Egyptian architecture is unique in its terra 
cotta craftsmanship and its conception; namely, the moving business and. se- 
curity theme is carried out on the interior as well as the exterior, 
resigns were not merely copied, as 3s true of many existing examples of this 
generally eclectic style, but were imaginatively created and particular! zed 
for ohe Heebie brothers. No other building of this typo in Chicago is as 
elaborate in its detail and polychrome work, and perhaps very few others in 
the nation are as whimsical or bear as much concern for the ancient Egyptian 
language or mythology. 

Other than the removal of the upper cornice, the appearance of the interior 
and exterior remains as it was in 1923. However, vandalism to the terra 
cotta sculpture on the exterior warrants restoration before damage becomes 
too acute to deal with. He placement of the cornice would complete the effect 
meant to be achieved during the Egyptian revival 

Since terra cotta structures have passed as an era of architectural history 
and since the craftsmanship involved is now reduced to only one com.jw.ny in 
the r, ni tad fit# 1 . t;e s - -ftlaad In g he Bean --i t seems that specimens of this type 
should be evaluated* Also, since the use of the building has not changed, 
th© . ''Egyptian 11 form has truly followed function. 

fie building stands as a monument to the- Heebie family, who sold the build- 
ing in 1973, and to Fritz Albert, the North Western Terra Cotta Company 
sculptor (from the 1920's to 1930) who was responsible for the design of 
the decorative elements and hieroglyphs. V/hat seems to be his own knowledge 
of hieroglyphs and sources, as evidenced by other recently found works, 
makes the structure an even more personalized endeavor. 

The consistent quality of the sculptural elements cannot be overlooked, even 
if they are not "high" art, nor can the craftsmanship of the terra cotta 
processes be separated from the sculptor's conception to balance an eclectic 
style and an ancient source. 
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